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Prediction #1 

Skills frameworks will become the 
common language that connects 

learners, employers and educators



In the near future many workers will need to 
substantially renew their skills every 5 years











Mapping curricula to skills



Prediction #2 

The value of university education will 
increasingly come from relationships, 

not content



What lifelong learners need?

training mentoring networking



Effective learning is based on relationships



Northeastern University’s



Prediction #3

Algorithms and communities will 
reduce the cost of education







The power of knowledge communities





Prediction #4

Faculty will become just one role 
of a larger team
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Conjecture:

For innovation to truly take off, better 
ways of assessing educational 

outcomes must emerge











“Education is not 

preparation for life, 

education is life itself.”

John Dewey

Education 2030: Four trends and one conjecture

@cdellarocas
digital.bu.edu

1. Skills frameworks will become the common language that 

connects learners, employers and educators

2. The value of education will increasingly come from 

relationships, not content

3. Algorithms and communities will reduce the cost of education

4. Faculty will become just one role of a larger team

For innovation to truly take off, better ways of 
assessing actual learning must emerge


